The peculiar symptomatology of this ty?e is largely due to the lesion of the adrenal glands. The function of the medullary portion of these glands is to secrete a substance?epinephrin?which is instrumental in maintaining the tone of the vascular system. The withdrawal of this substance from the circulation brings about a great fall of blood-pressure, and hence the disappearance of the radial pulse, and eventually the failure of the cardiac action. In this connection it is interesting to note the developmental origin of the adrenals from the primitive central nervous system of the embryo, and the marked predilection of the meningococcus for the central nervous system and -its ooverings 
